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Honeſt Advice to the Electors 


of Great Britain, in the preſent Choice 
e their Repreſentatives. Y 


HE Advice to the Electors of Great Britain, occaſion'd by the intended In. 
vaſion from France, ſeems to be written ſo very partially, on the Side of 
one of thoſe Parties, into which that Author divides the whole Kingdom, 
that it's ſuppos d it may be expected, that ſome farther, and perhaps better 
| Advice, may be offer'd to thoſe Electors, which may not be ſo prejudicial = 
to either Party, and may ſatisfy thoſe worthy Perſons that have the noble Priviled 

p; #7 to ferve in Parliament, that there are ſome worthy honourable Gen- 
 #lemen in Both of them, * fit and capable to ſexve their Country. Indeed the 5 — 
cem to be capable of dwelling in a Mind fo fully poſſeſs'd 


— 


* 


* 1 


* 


> 
a 
- 
8 
3 
E 
7 
3 
z 
FJ 
8 
2 
: 
- 
: 
Y 
By 
2 
DB 
- 
K. 
; 


B 
8 
F 
T 
= 
tri 
S 
3 
5 
$3 
2 
7 
= 
fQ 
T 
= 
= 
2 
'S 
Q 
. 
8 
7 
5 


FFF eee a ns OE On, — 
— 


ugh it would: 


es, and even aſſiſted with 
Infallibility too; and the latter as a Pack of Rogues and Villains, or rather, Devils: 
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. Let now the 493 and the Examples, that the Author brings for the upport 
'of theſe ſovereign Dictates, weigh with all impartial Men, as far as Truth will | 
them out; and they are chiefly theſe : © That generally the Tories oppos'd-the late 


« King's coming to the Throne, and could not bring their Conſciences, without great 
 « Difficulty, to own his Government. The Whigs, on the other Hand, ſett'd the 


„ Crown upon the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and have fince taken effectual Care for [e- 


4 curing the Succeſſion z they have broke all Meaſures with. the Pretender; and up- 


tc on . Occafion, with one Conſent, have acknowledg'd her Majeſty to be their 


“ right | 
Now, in anſwer to this, I will take the Liberty to call to every Body's ORE 


and lawful Queen, 


brance, that the Whigs neither did, nor could have brought over King Viliam, wh. 


out the hearty Co-operation of the Tories ; neither does it appear 


pended on that Party for ſerving him. 4 


The wretched treacherous Adminiſtration under King Fames, had enough irrecon- 


cil'd all Parties to that unhappy Prince; and amongſt other Things, the Severity us'd 
in throwing ſeven Biſhops into the Tower, for no Fault or Act at all, but that of pe- 


titioning, did certainly make ſuch of the Nation as were influenc'd by them, as de» 


„ by any Declarati« © 
on of the Prince of Orange, before he came over, that his Highneſs particularly de» 


—— 
* 1 
— 


f > 28 — 
ſirous and as earneſt to invite over a Deliverer, as any other Sort of Men eould , 


who then made much more flattering Applications to that King, than any of the 
ries did. After this indeed, upon the Point of Abdication, and the Manner of 


tling that unhing'd Government, if the Tories did not think fo ſuddenly as hey 
that they had it in their Commiſſions from you that elected them, to unmal and  - 


make Kings, it may be ſaid, in their Excuſe, it was a new Thing, not practis'd in man 


Ages before : Their Modeſty might make them yt yn So of being too buſy in ſucß 


High Points. But I dare ſay, that the Principle of Blind and paſive Obedience will not 
lie long to oppreſs their Stomachs z and the Opinion of having more Power in depo- 
ſing of Kings, and diſpofing of Government, will eafily grow in the Hearts and 
Heads of any Subjects, if they find the Prince himſelf encourage ſuch Revolution- 
Principles. The Tories have always been found, and J believe will tj} (notwithſtand- 
ing the malevolent Defign of the Advice to the i be a very conſiderable Part 
of all Parliaments; and if they were not as active in the late Ones, as the Whigs were 
to eſtabliſh every now and then a new Guard of Oaths for the Security of the Go- 


vernment under King William, it may be confider'd, firſt, that all thoſe Deſigns 


ſprang rather out of Faction and Self-intereſt, than Duty ; and that they were occa- 
ford out of III-will and IIl-nature, to another, rather than any real Service to the 
King, who being ſupply*d, as he always was unanimouſly, with. all the Power ne- 
ceſſary to a King, with Men and Money for the carrying on his Government, both at 
Home and Abroad, could not in Reality be concern'd for that Feather of de Jure, 
rather than de Facto; and conſequently was not extreamly oblig'd to thoſe, who 
through Flattery to him, had a Mind to give him that Ornament, which could add 


nothing of true Honour and Dignity to the Office of a King, though it might indeed 


magnify the Power of them that had made him lo. 


The Share this Party had in obtaining ſeveral good Acts, particularly that for Ti- 
ennial Parliaments ; without which, my worthy Electors, you had not had, perhaps in 


a whole Man's Age, the Oportunity of once ſhewing your Choice, or 2 *F | 
0 


within three Years, if you had made an ill one; and that other Act for the Trya 


Peers, not as formerly, by a pack'd Jury, 8 the Will of a Miniſter or . 5 50 
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but by the whole Houſe of Lords: In which A& the Commons too have new and 


moſt valuable 1 for the Security of their Lives, never enjoy'd by any of 


their Anceſtors; are ſuch Inſtances, and everlaſting Monuments of the Concern of 
this Party, who were taken Notice of to be the active Inſtruments in theſe Conſulta- 


tions for the Gobd and Welfare of their feHow 5 that it is wonderful there can 
O0 


be Confidence enough in any Man to- load them fo ſoon, after ſuch publick Facts, fo 


. contrary to the plain Truth, with the ignominious Principles now charg'd on them 


in the Advice to the Free-holders. 


And now, to carry on the Practice of theſe Gentlemen call'd the Tories, to the 


Time of her preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, and the Share they had in her 
joyful Reception, I ſuppoſe it will not be diſputed, that that other Deſciple did out- 
run Peter on that Occaſion; or that the Acts which ſettle her 7 11 evenue, M4 
be Py ll of the Whigs, . 
than be Tories, So that I may be bold to aver, that whatever Merit the Whigs may 
challenge to themſelves, for ſettling the Government in the begiuning of the Revolution, 
the Jones had not leſs in limiting the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, and the Iluſtri- 
ow Ho 


that of his Royal Highneſs the Prince, were more owing to the goo 


uſe of Hannover; for they were then ſome of them in the Adminiſtration of Af 
airs ; and it cannot be taken from them, without an apparent Injury to Truth, that 


pes of ſucceeding tothe Crown, and to carry this Security as far as the 
-— any Thing that depends on Futurity, is capable of. Theſe very Tories now repre- 
Lented ſo unworthy, to have a Share in the Service of their Country, did but lately, 


ithin a Year or two, uſe all Endeavours and Inſtances imaginable, to have addreſsd 


the Queen, that fince it hath not pleas'd God to give us a preſent Proſpect of a Suc- 
. ceſſor from her own Royal Perſon, there might be one of the next in Seceſſion of the 

Houſe of Hannover, always attending ber Majeſty's Perſon and Court, as the moſt pro- 
bable Means 20 prevent the Invaſion of a Pretender, or at leaſt to fruſtrate and diſappoint 


hs Deſigns, and as the beſt Security to her Majeſty's Royal Perſon from any ſuch 


Danger. 


I-confeſs I have often wonder'd how Men of any Principles in England, except the 
Fapiſts and Non- jurors, could oppoſe ſo plain, fo neceſſary, and fo prudent * oy 
tion ; and I hope I may be pardon'd for ſaying, © That ſuch as did fo, may as rea- 
.< fonably fall under the Sufpicion of being careful not to make their Caſe deſperate 
„ with the Pretender, nor their Reconciliation with him impracticable; as the Au- 
thor of the Advice hath directly charg*d'* the Tories to have been, when the Aſſoci- 
* ations and Abjurations were tranſacting.- | 

One Thing more let. me remembex, for the Honour of the Tories, and for their 
farther Vindication from the foul Aſperſions laid on them by the Author of the Ad- 
vice, I beſeech you, who was it that drove on with moſt/Reſolution and Steadineſs, 
the diſbanding of the Army in the late King's Reign? There were then Arts and En- 
deavours, Threatnings and Perſwaſions, enough us'd, to preſerve on foot greater 
Numbers of Land Forces, than the Parliament at that Time had declar'd in their Re- 
ſolutions, fit to be maintain'd in Time of Peace; beſides ſome other Practices, that 
ſome of thoſe Forces might have confiſted of a good Body of Foreigners. And I af- 
firm, that in the withſtanding that violent Inclination, to a greater ſtanding Force 


. . $ | 5 7 
| there was, at leaſt, as much owing to the Tories then in the Parliament, as to at 


I 
others; nay, the Tories had the Honour to lead on always in thoſe ſeaſonable Dil. 


putes, for the Support of the Laws, and the Preſervation of the Liberties of the 
People. ” The 


were the firit that eſtabliſn'd the Revolution, by cutting out all Papiſts 3 the 
ature of 
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„Inte Deßgn then of Keeping 2 Randing foumidable Force wichin the Kigadoms - 


could not but be dangerous to the Liberties of England, though in the Hands of æ 


Deliverer from Popery and Slavery: And on this Qccafion, the Tories did turn old 
Whigs, if it be the indelible Principle of the Whig to be the Aſertors of the Peoples 
Liberties ;, and the Whigs did turn Tories too, if it be the Character of a Tory, to be the 


give Hopes, and to flatter the ſtrong Defires of that King, and came not into the 


Tools of arbitrary Power: For the Whigs, that is, many of them, were willing to | 
eat and Burden of that Controverſy, but at the laſt Hour of the Hay, when they Re 


found they could not ſupport their Credit in the Nation, if they had kept out from 


having a Share in that honeſt, and truly old Engl iſt Reſolution and Principle; and 


by this the Readers may ſee, that it is but an Impoſition upon Mens Underſtanding, 
to proclaim, That ſome Courts have always acted wrong, and others right. when there 


could not be a wronger Step made in any Court, than this laſt mentzon'd muſt needs 


be own'd to be by all impartial Judges. 


The Author of the Advice ſays, © That fince-her Majeſty's Intereſt is inſepara- -. | 


© ble from that of her Country, thoſe that beſt carry on the juſt and glorious War ſue 


„ hath undertaken for the Defence of it, muſt always, in true Senſe and Juſtice, be - 


4 calld rhe Country Party. I as readily enter into that Opinion, as. any Man ; 
but why muſt that be all attributed to the Whigs? I ſpeak it without - Flattery, 


her Majeſty has as many Vertues, as ever attended a Crown'd Head: She has 


_ - thoſe peculiar? ones too, by which we are taught in the-holy Scripture, 4 Fhrone - 


is eſtabl iſb d. And God has always ſhewn his particular Favour, and loving Kind- 
I 


[neſs to her ſacred Perſon ; and may his divine Almighty Power perpetually protect 
and defend this his pious, vertuous, and moſt gracious great Vicegerent,. that the 


may for ever be in the Intereſt, the Love, and Eſteem of her People; and let thoſe 


very Men, who this Adviſer thinks do beſt carry on -this juſt and glorious War, be 


alone call'4 the Country-Party, or the beſt and moſt able Miniſters, in whatever 


 Inimitg#ble Perfections their humbleſt Servants and Creatures can invent for them: 


Let it be ſaid of them, They are Gods; but let it be remember ' d, they muſt die like Mn. 


However, if they ſhall happily bring the Queen and the Kingdom out of this War 


with Honour and Security, may they be prais d and rewarded with laſting Trophies 


of their Merit; but 'til that be done, let them not boaſt in putting on this Armour 


as if they had actually put it off: For if it ſhould happen, that Spain, which her Ma- . 


jeſty and her Allies were once in a Manner Maſters of, be not regain'd, and that this 
ation muſt fit down with the Loſs of it; if it be no to be recover*d; then let the 


beſt Arithmeticians caſt up the vaſt Sums of Money have been given for this 
Service, and the beſt and worthieſt Country-men ; reckon: what Numbers of valuable 


Lives have been miſerably thrown away; and the beſt Politician and Stateſman, com- 
pute how much this juſt and neceſſary War has brought down. the exorbitant Power of 


France, and how far we our Selves of this Iſland, have extendel and enlarg'd our 
Navigation and Trade, and improv*d the conſtant Charges we have been at, to gay | 
7 


real and laſting Advantage to the Nation; and then let the Honour and Glory of al 
go unenvy*'d to the Purchaſers, | | | IE 


I am afraid cf tiring your Patience, my worthy Friends, and will therefore ſnorten 


all I can,. what remains to be added on this Occafion ; for I hope indeed, hat Nan, 
been ſaid already, has ſet the great Diſtinction between Whigs and Tories in a fairer 
and truer Light, than the Adviſer has ſhewn it ; towards which, one Argument 
more of the Advice, ſhall be particularly remember'd: © If it be certain, ſays he, 


« that ſome of the Tory-Party were actually engag'd in inviting the Pretender; and | 


li. 


* 


7 78 n | 
* . 4 Pw 7 

i "R "1.7 I 

8 


jon "T6 bo, 
t if jt is not ſo much as ſuſpected, that one Man of the Whigs was in the Defi 
„of the Invaſion, this Conſideration alone, ſhould be ſufficient to determine t 
Choice of all the honeſt Free-holders in Great Britain. 


Now, this Conſideration alone, ſeems to me as great, confident, and preſumptu- 
ous an Aſſertion, as ever I met with, pretended indeed to be made out of the Prin- 
eiples and Practice of thoſe two Parties; but not prov'd in any Particulars of their 
Lives and Converſations. This Sort of Argument, does indeed reſemble that which 
the Papilts uſe, for the Converſion of Proteſtants to their Opinion in Religion. Say 
they to the Proteſtants, we hold there is no Salvation out of our Church; you think, 
though there may be Salvation in ours, yet it is a better and more ſafe Way to re- 
main in your own. Now, becauſe the poor Proteſtants are more charitable, and de- 
ny not Salvation in any Church that is Chriſtian 3 therefore, ſay the Papiſts, you 
ſhall be damn'd for not being of ours, I think, I confeſs the Argument as above, out 
of the Advice, that if one Thing be certain of the Tories, and anorher Thing be not 
ſo much as ſuſpected of the Whigs, neither of which ever was granted, is much after 
this Way of the Papiſts; and as falſe, crafty, and Jeſuitical. This Advice ſhall be 
quoted in one Particular more, and Pl have done. He ſays indeed, very right, 
That it will be reaſonable to enquire next Winter, by what Means, and by what 

« Perſons, we have been. expos'd to this late Attempt. And I think, if he had de- 
 *#err*dhis'Cenſures till that had been found out, he had done more caaritably, and 
as prudently too. It ſeems to me a pretty confident Undertaking in any private Per- 
ſon, to ſay, what Enquiries a Tory-Parliament will make, and what a Whig one. 
But I find the Author is pleas'd with this Notion, and ſcenis to exert himſelf in ex- 
patiating upon it. The Tories, ſays he, if they ſhould be of the Parliament, will o- 
« pen the Seſſion with bewailing the State of the Nation, though they ſeeretly re- 
« zoyce at it; and if there be good Succeſs, yer they will diſparage it; they will at- 
„ tack the e Government, and her Miniſters; they will earry the hill againſt 

* Occaſional Conformity; they will repeal the Act of Abjration ; and weaken that 
for the Succeſſion; nay, tis poſſible they may declare the Legitimacy of the Pre- 
tender, and vote him immediately the Succeſſor to her Majeſty; for that Mat- 
* ter has been more than once under their Conſideration. To tnis Prophetick Spirit, I 
think very little needs be anſwer'd ; for there's no more Argument in it, t n in 
Wagers, However, let it be remember'd, what Party it was, that was always diſ- 
paraging our Naval Expeditions under the Conduct of Sir George Rook; and then let 
it be confider'd, whether that Truſt hath been better inanag'd ſince; let it be remem- 
ber'd, what Party it was, that malign'd and worry*d ti Earl of Nottingham, at a 
Time when he was one of the Queen's Miniſters ; an et tae not enquiring farther 
laſt Winter into the Management of the War in Spain, and the ſad Conſequences of 
the Miſcarriages there, be a Demonſtration, that the Men now accus'd in the Ad- 
vice, were very far from being defirous to attack the Miniſters, even where there 
appear'd ſo little Reſiſtance could have been made. But as to the two Bills mention? 
r are wonderful ſtrangely put together by this Adviſ-r, That againſt Occafional 
Conformity, hath indeed been under the Conſideration of Pailiament 5 and was once 
agreed to in Subſtance by themſelves, as well as others ; and therefore not ſo terrible 
a Perſecution, even in their own Opinion to Diſſenters, as is now ſpeciouſly pretend- 
ed a Matter little thought of at preſent, as I verily believe. | 


But the other Bill for the Repeal of the Abju1a tion, 'till now was never heard of 
any where, or ever came into the Heads of any, on whom it is charg'd; and is more 
kkely to have been a Matter defign'd by the Adviſer, and his Party, than to be much 

| We at 


/ 


y 
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at their Hearts, who have done all they could, and more than others would accom=- 
pany them in, to ſettle the Succeſſion of the Proteſtant Line; and to have one of 
| — always within the Kingdom: From whence it appears to be ſo very improbable, 

That the legitimating the Pretender, or the _— him immediate Succeſſor to her Man 
jeſty, ſhould have been more than once under the Conſideration of the Tories. That 1 

eſume to aver, the affirming ſuch a Thing, is a Cauſe leſs groundleſs and invidio s 

lander, it being the moſt general Opinion of the Tories, that neither the Fortunes, 
Lives, or Liberties of the moſt confiderable of them, can be fafe, but by keeping out 
a Popiſh Pretender. | | EM 


There is one Danger more, as the Adviſer ſays, to be apprehended from the Tories, 
« That a Peace is likely to be preſented to you, if they have Credit in Parliament, © 
For my Part, I take the Peace to be ſo far off, fince the Notes of both Houſes laſt 
Winter, and their Addreſs to the Queen, that there could none be made ſecure, till 
the whole Spaniſh Monarchy were in the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria. That I 
cannot conceive, what reaſonable Ground or Probability, the Adviſer could have for 
ſuch a Thought, *till a new Parliament enable the Queen effectually to bring to paſs: 
what the laſt only voted. However, when the next Parliament meets, and Enqui- 
ries ſnall be thought ſeaſonable, it may be it will not amiſs, to examine, whether 
there might not have been a reaſonable Peace had, after the glorious Victory at Ra- 
milly; and whether it were by Whig or Tory Council, that it was not hearken'd to. 


To conclude. Therefore all this Matter, which I proteſt I ſhould never have thought 
ſeaſonable at this Time, I ſhould rather have wiſh'd, and hop'd, that Diviſions of 
Parties ſhould not have been widen'd, at leaſt, if they were not to be reconcil'd. I li- 
ving privately, and very quietly, did hope, that all true 2141 — might have 2 
greed on ſome main Points that belong to our Peace; I mean a Peace within our Selves, 
to ſecure our Religion and our Property, and not to be expos'd after all our glorious 

Victories Abroad, to ſo near a Criſis, whether the War was not to be brought to our 
own Doors, and within our Bowels. God defend us | and may weth ee 
cout, how that Judgment came fo near us, and why ſo little was done to di int 
it. Towards this good Work, I ſhould heartily recommend to you my good Coun- 
try-men, not to make the Diſtinction you have been advis'd to ſo lately, and eſpecial- 
"i _ to _ the Character of Principles of Tories from any Deſcription. the Whigs 


There's no Danger, in my Opinion, from Zngli/þ-men of Fortunes and Intereſtein 
their Country, be they Whig or Tory; but there is a Generation of People coming 
down to every Corporation, City, and Burrough, known no where, but by the Mo- 
ney they bring with them, endeavouring to corrupt every one to buy your Votes, 
that they may afterwards ſell their own, with their Conſciences, if they have any, 
into the Bargain; that they may enhaunce their own Price, and grow the greater 
Gainers in their wicked Traffick; ſuch as get into the Parliament only, that 
may get into Offices and Employments; and have no other Meaſure of ſerving their 
Country, but as they may enrich themſelves. To have a Care of this Sort of People, 
and to keep them out every where, were a good Council, and a good Work. Men of 
Eſtates of their own, are likelieſt to be-careful of your Properties, and likelieſt to be 
moſt ſolicitous, and to preſerve the Peace at Home, that God hath hitherty bleſs? us 
with; which cannot laſt, if a Pretender can have the leaſt Hopes of invading” us. 
And though I will not ſay, you ſhould chuſe none but landed Men; for Men grown, 
rich in Trade, are certainly very valuable, and very able; yet you muſt allow me to 
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ons very obvious, ſuch as that they are always to be found; they cannot run away, 


the World, and to t 8 Ps | 
Time, for inſiſting { much on that Sort of Intereſt; and it is a new one, that ne- 


ver occur d to me till this Winter, when I was credibly inform'd, (and I really be- 
Heve not without Ground) that amongſt the ſeveral Projects in ſome Mens Heads for 


finding Money, one main one, was, to make a Fund of one Shilling in the Pound 
out of all your Lands, to have borrow'd a conſiderable Sum of Money upon. This, 


I dare ſay, was more than once under the Conſideration of ſome Party or other; and 


1 don't believe it was the Tories: And there were good Arguments for it, that may 
be more openly preſs'd another Time, when Funds grow ſcarce, and the Neceſſities 
grow. greater: And ſome Men may make Uſe of, and urge the Probabilities, that one 
uch round Sum of Money, would at once humble this French King, and make a ſure 
and laſting Peace, It is but a Mortgage of one Shilling in the Pound, and it will ſe- 
cure all the reſt 3 and you may be ſure there will be effectual Care taken to redeem it, 
with the utmoſt Diligence and good Huſbandry, as ſoon as ever there is a Peace. 
Now, I leave it to you, Gentlemen, the Eletbor s, whether. theſe Arguments, and 
others to this Purpoſe, are not more likely to prove ineffectual in a Houſe of Com- 
mons, that ſhall conſiſt principally, and for the moſt part, of Landed Men, than 
where there ſhould happen to be a great Body in another Intereſt ? e 


Let not the Adviſer think, that becauſe many other Particulars mention 'd in his 
Paper, have not been taken Notice of in this, the omitting them, hath proceeded from 
any Difficulty to have confuted them: For I proteſt, they ſeem d to me ſo trivial in 
themſelves; ſo unjuſt and preſumptuous Aſſertions, without any Colour of Trith, 


that I was unwilling to exceed the Bounds proper for this Paper; or to exerciſe the 
r, by taking Notice of ſuch Things, as deſerve not the Trouble 


Patience of the R 
of any Anſwer. 
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FINIS. 


i rale, that the landed Men may be principally in your Conſideration, for many Re- 


if they ſhould be 9 conſent to a wicked Thing; they are more anſwerahle to 
ir Neighbours : But indeed L have one particular Reaſon at this 
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